
Summary of Chinese Genealogy 家譜 Contents. 

After looking at some of the 13,247,185 images純影像 (pages) of the China Collection of Genealogies, 

1239-2014 中國, 族譜收藏 1239-2014 年 available in FamilySearch here is my summary of their 

contents. As for style of characters whether Zhouwen 籀文 seal, Lishu 隸書 clerical, Caoshu 草書 

cursive, Xingshu 行書 Semi- cursive most images  are in Kaishu 楷書 standard script.  The genealogies 

could consist of one image or contain over a   thousand.  Reference my analysis below, with so many 

records there will always be an exceptions. 

.  

 

Each genealogy  has a title page which may contain all or some of the 

following information: the place name  地名(province 省, county县 or 

village 村), name of the family 姓氏, type of genealogy  whether family

家谱, clan 族谱, or general宗谱, dynastic time period written 年號,  

sixty cycle year 六十甲子(干支) and the name of the family lineage 

branch or segment they belong to 堂號. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The larger genealogies家谱 often start with some professional calligraphy or   

poetry associated with the family name or genealogy. Here is the character 家 

for family indicative of the clan’s reverence for family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1787988
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1787988


 

Then we might find an introduction to the family written in 

different styles whether Zhouwen 籀文 seal , Xingshu 行書 Semi- 

cursive, or other .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

Next we usually find a table of contents consisting of prefaces 序. Here we have a Table of Contents 

showing prefaces about the family extending from the Republic of China 民國 back to the Qianlong 乾隆 

period of the Qing 清 dynasty. 

 

 

 



 The writings called prefaces 序 often describe:  “  

1. The family’s commitment and faithfulness in keeping genealogy records. Below in a Jie family preface 

outlined in blue, “Just as a country can be without a history, a family cannot be without a genealogy.” 

 

 

 

 



2. A discussion of the origin of the family. Below is a writing of the Luo family 羅氏 lineage tying 

Emperor Huangdi 黄帝 in the Zhou dynasty周朝 to the family founding ancestor 始祖.    

 

  



3. A Table of family migrations 遷 from one area to another throughout China’s dynastic history, 

containing the names of migrating founding ancestors 始遷祖 and family segmentation支 派.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The prefaces might be followed by a portrait 像 of the founding ancestor and other important family 

members.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Next might be graphic representations of the family’s ancestral hall 祠堂 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

and cemetery maps 墓 圖.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We might also find the naming poem or generation naming chart 輩份字 for the family. The first 

character of the given name for each subsequent generation of children is proscribed by the poem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A 屈 family pedigree 世系圖 begins with the first generation 第一世 and founding ancestor 始祖 

flowing downward like a root generation by generation 一代一代 to the most recent .   

 

 

 

  



Pedigrees 世系圖 are generally followed by generation tables  世系表 providing vital genealogical 

information such as birth 生, death 卒 or 殁, and burial 葬 and the surname of wife(s) 配,娶 , or 妣 and 

the number of sons 子 and their names 名字.  

Generation table entries may read across the page generation by generation from right to left ending 

many pages later with the most recent ancestor depending on the extent of the period covered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Generation tables may also read horizontally from top to bottom dropping down generation by 

generation ending with the most recent ancestor.  

This image starts with the 13th 十三世 generation dropping to the 17th 十七世 generation on this page.  

 



Some genealogies descend many generations. This one descends 39 generations from the founding 

ancestor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Here is the 79th generation from the Kong family (Confucius). The record says of the total 4,102 names of 

this branch to the 79th generation, at this editing there are currently 2,655.  

 


